group who sought treatment. It was hoped through this investigation, an offshoot study of a major treat ment programme for homosexuals, to determine the relationship between personality characteristics and referral for treatment; also to obtain further informa tion about the personalities of non-treatment-seeking homosexuals.
METHOD
Subjects (a) lyon-patients: 59 subjects (mean age 47@2years)
were obtained through an advertisement in a News letter circulated to members of a sexual minorities society; the note asked for the help of volunteers to co operate in a postal enquiry into factors related to homosexuality.
(b) Patients: 51 homosexuals (average age = 27 â€˜¿ 8 years) who had been appropriately assessed were taken by order of referral for treatment.
Procedure (@) Non-patients: Personality tests and question naires were sent through the post; there was no personal contact. Respondents were asked to provide demographic details and to complete a brief question naire on heterosexual experiences, apprehension by police for sexual offences, and any previous attempts to secure professional help for their homosexuality. The controls were divided into two sub-samples:
Group ia (N = 41) who had never sought treat ment (69 per cent). Group ib (N = i8) who had previously done so 
Measures used
(i) The Eysenck Personality Inventory (EPI Form A) which has been standardized on a British population (Eysenck and Eysenck, 1964) .
(ii) The Sixteen Personality Factor Questionnaire (i6 PF Form A, 1962) as it had been used in previous investigations (Cattell and Morony, 1962; Cattell and Eber, 1964; Evans, 1970) .
RESULTS
(i) EPI scores: Prior to analysis inspection of scores revealed no high lie scores, and there was no exclusion because of this. Differences between the three groups with respect to Extraversion were not found to be statistically significant (F = o@97I8; d.f. 2, 107; p = >0 io); there was, however, a significant difference across the three mean Neuroticism (N) pity if research into referral bias were confined only to the study of personality factors. Put in the broader context of psychotherapy research, it is hoped that the present study will provide further impetus for future workers to investigate the many factors that may be significant at the stage of candidacy for treatment (Kiesler, 1971 CoNcLusioNs This study indicates that there are significant personality differences between homosexuals who are referred for treatment and those who live in society without seeking professional help. It would be useful if present results were cross-validated, since the non patient sample was probably atypical; for example, they were members of a sexual minorities society and they were also considerably older than our patient sample. However, the implication is plain: it is inadmissible to generalize observations about homo sexuals when information is based solely on patients. Moreover, cultural and environmental factors are influential in determining whether or not a homo sexual decides to seek treatment, and it would be a
